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St. Bridget, on Monday in 


Reges Greet 
Secundo. 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court bs 
given to the Right Reverend Father in Gon, the 


Lord Biſhop of Feterborough, for his Sermon preach'd 


before this Court, and the Governors of the ſeveral 


Hoſpitals of this City, at the Pariſh Church of 
in Eaſier- Week laſt; and that 


he be deſired to Print the fame. ' 


nn 


Firſt Epiſtle of St. John, Chand iv. verſe 2c, 


And this Commandment have we from 
bim, That he who loveth God, love his 


Brother alſo. 


GPEREAT and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
Ea God Almighty ; juſt and true are thy ways, 
thou King of Saints. b 4s thou art Righte- 
ous, O Lord, ſo are thy 75 1 1 75555 
and the Teflimonies thou ha nr 1 „ex- 
ceeding righteous and faithful But + all 
thy Commandments, none is more excel- 
lent, none is more uſeful, than that which 
4 ins our Love to each other; excepting always that Precept 
ich binds us to the Love of thy Divine Majeſty. For 
which juſt Reaſon thy ſupreme Wiſdom hath been pleas'd fre- 
quently to inculcate our Love to Mankind, and to give it a 
Superiority and Precedence to moſt of the Virtues of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion. 
This being then one of the greateſt Commandments, and 


therefore of the utmoſt Conſequence to every one of us, it 


» Revel. xv. 3. » Pſalm cxix. 137, 138. 
A 2 Will 


ali ve Time well be, to atoy « 4 frious Thou hes 


* it. 
Bs, To conſider the Extent of this Dat of Love t to onn 


ren. 

. Secondly,” To inform us what it is, and how \ we may know 

werner we are really pofſeſyd with it. „ 
Thirdly, To diſcoyer the excellent Fruits or Effects of *. 


The Extent of this great Duty Kerb to have been little un- 
—— by the moſt Learned among the Heathen. The De- 


tions Aer have given us of Love, or Friendſbip, makes it 


rſt View appear very generous, and the Effects of it very 
5 ve; but when we ſearch more narrowly into their Sen- 
timents, and lay together the whole Plan of their Doctrine on 
this Head, we ſhall find it ſo much ſtinted and confin'd, that 
inſtead of being one of the moſt beneficial Virtues to human 
Life, it is almoſt render d unſerviceable to the whole Race of 
Mankind. 

The moſt renown'd Philoſopher among the Greeks, give v us 
the following Definition of it: * To Love, ſays he, is to ws of 
wiſh to any one thoſe Things which be good ; and to do 7 Þ 2 as 
as he is 1 not for his own Sake, but for the Sake of him w 
he boes. In the fame Place he makes it a Mark of this Aﬀe- 
ction, to repice at the Proſperity, and to grieve at the Misfor- 
tune of another, without any other View than the Advantage 
of his Friend only; as likewiſe to wiſh thoſe good Things for 
another, which: one would wiſh for ones ſelf. He further 


gives it a very large Scope, enumerating ſeveral Sorts of Peo- 


ple, who may come within the Compaſs of it. If the Philo- 
ſopher had ſtopp'd ſhort here, then we might have juſtly 
pleas'd our ſelves with the Thoughts of the manifold Adyan- 
tages that would have ariſen to the greateſt Part of the World 
from this noble Paſſion. But if we look into his moral Trea- 


Aue ue Book U. Chap. x. a 


tiſes, 


HH 


| Univerſal Love. 5 
tiſes, and eſpecially into his Books of * Ethicks, ſo much ap- 
plauded and receiv'd beyond all his other Books of that Kind, 
moſt of what was ſaid above, will prove little more than a 
pleaſing Dream, or a delufive Amuſement; becauſe he con- 
fines Love or Friendſhip to thoſe alone, who are ſuperemi- 
nently Good, and to two of thoſe only at a Time. For this 
Contraction of Friendſhip he gives the following Reaſon : 
That it is an Exceſs of Love which neceſſarily terminates in 
one Perſon, and therefore cannot be extended to ſeveral others. 
This is the Sum and Subſtance of 4ri/ozle's Doctrine con- 
cerning Love and Friendſhip. 5 | 

Let us now go from the Greek, tothe Roman State of Lear- 
ning, and ſee whether the Latter has made any Advances on 
this Subje& for the general Benefit of Human Race. Tully, 
who very much enrich'd the Minds of his Countrymen with 
Foreign Philoſophy, and who, with ſeveral Improvements of 
his own, dreſs'd it up in all the Beauty of Roman Eloquence, 
las tranſmitted a Treatiſe to future Gencrations, in which 
1 we meet with an Account truly elegant, of the Duty of Love 
4 or Friendſhip ; which he deſcribes to be b a kind and affet#i- 
: onate Agreement in all Matters Human and Divine: And ſays, 

that the Subſtance of it is, An entire and mutual Harmony in 
Inclinations, Afections, and Opinions. He adorns this Virtue 
with the moſt lofty Encomiums, and makes it neceſſary, if 
not to Being, yet to the Well-being of Mankind. To moſt o- 
ther Virtues he aſcribes their peculiar Advantages ; but to this 
he gives an uniyerfal Latitude, and equals it to thoſe things 


* See his Ethicks to Nicomachas, Chapters i, ii, iii, iv. where he reckons two other 
Sorts of Friendſhip, of which he makes fo little Account, that I did not think them 
worth mentioning in this Diſcourſe. And in the Seventh and Twelfth Chapters, he 
talks of a Friendſhip ab vaggoy ſuch as is between Father and Son, Husband and 
Wife, e. and a Social Friendſhip, ſuch as is between People of the fame Community, 
or Tribe, or 5 Se. But all theſe are reputed nothing, in compariſon” of Gl 
ſtrict Friendſhip of which he is ſo fond, and which he ſo much. celebrates. N muſt be 
confeſs'd, that our Author in his firlt Chapter of his Eighth Book to Nicomachus,. drops 
ſome Expreſſions, which intimate an univerſal] Love to Mankind? but he Nlides it over, as 
a Thing of no great Moment, and proceeds to exalt his favourite, Love and Friendſhip» 
between two ſingle Perſons. : b — * 

See Tally of Friendſhip. © Sce ibid. 


which 


6 


of human Life. He acq 


151i 


Lui verſal Love, 
Uſe for the Support and Maintenan 
uaints us, that it is the greateſt 

moſt acceptable Gift that the Gods could beſtow upon Men; 
and aſſerts that thoſe who endeavour to ſtifle it, ſeem to do 


which are of neceſſary 


the ſame Injury to the World, as thoſe who would extinguiſh 


the Light of the Sun. He moreover gives ſeveral foftnings 
to the Rigor and Strictneſs of 4riffork's Opinion; and juſtly op- 
poſes him, as well as the Stach, who allow none to be capa- 
ble of true Friendſhip but their Viſe Men; Creatures, as they 


deſcribe them, no where to be met with in this imperfect State 


of Things. = 
All theſe glorious Repreſentations of Love and Friendſhip, 


give us large Concepti and raiſe in us great ExpeQations 


of the general Uſefulneſs of this Virtue; but all theſe Con- 
ceptions are narrowed, and all our ExpeQations decreaſe, when 
our Author acquaints us in the ſame Treatiſe , That © it is 
confin'd to two Perſons, cr at moſt to 4 Few; and that the Re- 


| cords of Time have not tranſmitted to us above three or four Pair 


of Friends in all the Ages of the World. What then becomes of 


all the great Men whom he mentions as capable of Friend- 


ſhip, and thoſe others, who, in common Eſteem, were reck- 
oned Men of Probity, who lived up, according to the Li 

then in the World, to the Dictates of Nature, and the Dire 

ons of human Reaſon? Have ſuch People no place in the Cata- 
of Friends? None at all from any Thing we can find, ei- 
ther in this Treatiſe, or any other Works of our Author. And 
fo ſtrictly has he adher'd to this Opinion, that he has not made 
the leaſt Reſerye throughout the Whole, cither for himſelf or 
his moſt intimate Acquaintance. Whenever therefore we meet 


with Expreſſions and Sentences in this Author, which raiſe the 


Excellency, and ſeem to aſcribe the moſt ample Enlargement 


to Love and Friendſhip, we muſt by no means rely too much 
upon them; but may reſt aſſur'd, that they are either mere 
Btarts of Fancy, or the Oycrflowings of good Nature, or the 


s Thi. = See 7% ibid 
Flowers 
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Flowers of Rhetorick, or the Affectation of ſaying ſomewhat 
uncommon and ſublime : The latter Part of which I take 
to be the Caſe of this celebrated Orator. He had a noble Sub- 
before him; and therefore Iays hold of it to diſplay: his 
loquence, rather than to diſcover the Reality of Things; pre- 
ferring the Neatneſs of a Sentence to the Truth of it, and 
amuſing Mankind with Excellencies to which they cannot at- 
tain, inſtead of conducting them to a Virtue which muſt 
needs be attainable, if it is in truth ſo neceſſary for the Wel- 
fare of the World as he repreſents it to be. 
But if by Friendſhip, theſe Men don't mean an univerfal 
Affection to their own Species, but an Exceſs of Love, and a 
moſt intimate Union between two or three of them, as there 
are ſome grounds to think; then their Expreſſions of the gene- 
ral Ufefulnefs of it to human Life and human Societies, amount 
to little or nothing; and ſerve only to delude us, and lead us 
into a vain Belief that they are recommending Charity to all 
the World, when the utmoſt they intend is to excite two Per- 
ſons to an Intimacy of Friendſhip with each other. Hence it 
may be concluded, that this Duty of univerſal Love is an 
omitted Caſe, and be rank d among the Deſiderata of 
the Heathen Morality. *Tis trac, the * Heathen Writers ſcatter 
here and there ſeveral things which ſeem to bear a Relations 
and carry fome Analogy to it, from which Men of Judg- 
ment may draw Inferences to raiſe this Doctrine, which is what 
Nature can ſcarcely avoid in a Moral Treatiſe: But they never 
treat this largely and profeſſedly, as one of the chief and moſt 
uſeful Duties of human Life, and one of the greateſt Bran- 
ches of Moral Virtue © A 
v eeing then that theſe great Philoſophers leave us al moſt in 
the Dark in a Point of ſuch Moment to the Welfare of the 
„ 5 : World:; 
See Tully's Offices, Book I. Pag. 21, 22: of B/zevir's Edition, in 16%. Aan, 1677. 


Where ſpeaking of Societies, he mentions one, in which every Man is concern'd 1 and: 
mentions ſome Benefits, which every one ought to communicate to another. 


b I mean thoſe Heathen Philoſophers who wrote before the Revelation of Pa on : 


Thoſe Heathens who wrote after our Saviour s Manifeſtation to the World, 


9 Univerſal Love. 


World; let us therefore leave them, and ſee what Inſtructions 
of this Sort we can meet with in the Book of Life, the Goſ+ 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt, | | 
Me are told by our Saviour, that there are two great Com- 
mandments, on which hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
The Firſt of which is, b Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul and with all thy mind. And 
the Second is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
_ By eh. | 
2 f th add to this Second Commandment ſome other Rules 
and Precepts of the Goſpel, the Extent of our Love will be 
ſufficiently diſcover d; and by conſidering what this Command- 
ment ſays alone, we may find out what this Virtue is, and 
whether we are really influenc'd by it or not. 

Setting aſide what is generally allow'd, that the words Neigh- 
bour and Brother are us'd in ſuch Latitude, as to include all 
thoſe who are of the ſame Nature, and capable of the ſame Re- 
demption with us, it manifeſtly appears from what is ſaid of 
this Commandment by our Lord himſelf, that it is to be ta- 
ken in the moſt extended Senſe. It comes recommended to us 
as the principal Precept of the Chriſtian Religion, next to the 
Love of God himſelf. If therefore any Duty can be found out 
which ſpreads its Influence wider, and is more uſeſul for the 

World in general than this, it follows by indiſputable Conſe- 
quence, and an undoubted Chain of Reaſoning, that this cannot 
E be the Second Great Commandment. This will be the 
Jaſe, if the Words here are to be taken in a limited and reſtrain- 
ed meaning; becauſe Chriſtian Love extends it ſelf much 
further, even to the whole rational Creation here below, and 
therefore is the greater Commandment. We muſt then take 
the Love of our Neighbour to be the ſame with the Univer- 


Heation of his Goſpel, are exceedingly improv'd by the Know drawn from the Chri- 
ſtian Scheme of Morality. And if any future Treatiſe of Natural Religion ſhould be pub- 
lifh'd, I believe it will appear, that the beſt and moſt uſeful Parts of it were extracted 
thence, notwithſtanding the great Endeavours of ſome Men to ridicule it, in order to 
cover their own Plagi | | | ; 
Matt. xxii. 37. ver. 39. 
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Univerſal Love. 9 


ſal Love to the Children of Men; otherwiſe it would be a no- 


torious Abſurdity, of which Divine Wiſdom can never be im- 
peach'd, to favour this Duty with an Appellation of ſuch Dig- 
nity and Importance beyond all others, excepting our Loye 
to himſelf, From hence it 1s evident, that within whateyer 
Bonnds the fame Words might be reſtrained by the Law of 
Moſes, our blefſed Lord gave them an Enlargement ſuitable 
to the great Deſign of the Goſpel, which was to be preach'd 
and planted in every Nation under Heaven, as Time and Op- 
portunities ſhould offer, and to Divine Wiſdom ſhould ſeem 
expedient: Whereas the Mo/aick Diſpenſation was, for the 
greateſt Part of it, confin'd to a peculiar People; and the Ex- 
erciſe of moſt of its Religious Acts ty'd down to a particular 
Place in the Land of Promiſe. | 

The Evidence of this Latitude of Acceptation will ſtill ap- 

r the ſtronger, if we call into our Aſſiſtance other Rules 
and Precepts of the Goſpel. 'The Patterns we are obliged to 


imitate, not only imply, but likewiſe infer this Truth. We 


are commanded to be Followers of God, and to walk in Love; 
and our Conformity to the Example of Chriſt, is what is pe- 
remptorily demanded of us. Now the Mercies of God are 
over all his Works, and his Love extended to all his Crea- 
tures; and our Saviour, out of the ſame abundant Love, 
yielded up his Life, to ranſom all Mankind from endleſs De- 
ſtruction, and to purchaſe for them eyerlaſting Happineſs. 
The great Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the * Galatians, makes 
the following Exhortation ; —— 4s we have 1 Oppor- 
3 let us do good unto all Men, 2 unto thoſe who are 
of the Heuſhold of Faith. I made Choice of this Text particu- 
arly; becauſe it is evident from hence, by fair Deduction, 
that when our Saviour enjoins the Love of our Neighbours, 
and the Apoſtle exhorts to the Love of our Brethren, they 
did not only mean our Fellow Chriſtians, but even all who 
partake of the ſame Fleſh and Blood with us. If the Effects 


Gal. vi. 10. 


1 1 
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of our Love are to be Univerſal, then our Love muſt at leaſt 


be equally ſo; otherwiſe Effects would exceed the Power of 
their Cauſes; which is a Thing as impoſſible, as for Streams 
of Water to be very diffuſive, without a ſuitable Supply from 


ſome Source or Fountain: Now that the Effect of our Love 


and Charity are to reach every one, as Opportunities offer, is 
in from the Diſtinction here made between the Houſhold of 
ith, (i. e. Chriſtians) and the reſt of the World, who were 
not yet added to the Number of Chriſtian Men. 
From the Light now afforded us by the Goſpel, it is clear 


beyond all Doubt, that Chriſtian Love is of the utmoſt Ex- 


tent and Latitude. Far from being circumſcrib'd within a 
narrow Compatls, it knows no other Limits but what Almigh- 
God has been pleas'd to ſet to Creatures of the ſame Make 


and Faculties with our ſelves. It traverſes the Globe, com- 


paſſing Sea and Land to ſhed its Influences, and propagate its 
manifold Bleſſings; and, like the Author of all Goodneſs, 
cauſeth its Rays to ſhine on the Evil, and on the Good, and 


ſendeth out its refreſhing Showers on the Juſt and the Unjuſt. 


Other Religions and Profeſſions have ſtinted the Love of their 


Votaries, and have ty'd it down to their own Sect, or their 


own Countrey ; but Chriſtian Love diſdains to be thus 
cramp'd and manacled; it ſtretches, out its Arms to every 
one; and breaking through all Impediments, embraces. its 
very Enemies, returning their Malignity with Kindneſs, and 
their Curſes with Bleſſings. This is a Height of Love, 
to which the Religion of the Jews, and the Philoſophy of the 
Gentiles never aſcended. The Votarics of the former thought 
it their Duty to hate their Enemies; and the Profeſſors of the 
latter eſteem'd the Love of em a Meanneſs and Degeneracy 
of Spirit. Thus generous, and diffuſive is Chriſtian Love, 
which in ſhort, is an Imitation of the boundleſs Mercy of 
God, and the unconfin'd Compaſſion of our bleſſed Re- 
er. 
Before we can fairly make any further Progreſs in this 


Diſcourſe, we muſt remove three Objections which are 
advanc'd 
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: Univerſal Love. 11 
advanc'd againſt the Precept of loving our Neighbour as our 
ſelves. 


Firſt, That it ſeems to recommend us to love all Men 

ually. | | 8 

3 That in the Latitude before aſcrib'd to it, we are 
oblig'd to love every individual Man. * 

Thirdly, That it enjoins us to love others as our ſelyes. All 
which are deem'd ſo many Impoſſibilities; and therefore it is 
concluded, that this Commandment cannot proceed from a 
righteous Lawgiver, either in the Senſe it ſeemingly bears, or 
in the Senſe in which Divines uſually explain it, 5 


To the Firſt Objection I anſwer; That I cannot conceive 
that an equal Love to every one is enjoin'd by this Text; un- 
leſs general Rules be deny'd fair and equitable Conſtructions, 
and ſtand excluded from all Illuſtrations, though given by the 
Author himſelf, or thoſe delegated by him to declare his 
whole Will and Meaning to the World. Such a Procedure 
as this would create the wildeſt Confuſion imaginable, in all 
Syſtems of Law and Morality, as well as in other Sciences : 
And conſequently the Objection is unreaſonable, unleſs it can 
be demonſtratively proy'd, that this general Rule cannot per- 
mit Men to practiſe it in diverſe and unequal Degrees, ac- 
cording to the ſundry Obligations they are under, and the dif- 
ferent Objects to which their Love muſt be extended. This 
is, I am ſure, what never can be done; becauſe different Ob- 
jets and Relations require very different degrees of Love; 
and it is as impoſſible in Morality to be diſpens'd to all 
in the ſame Meaſure, as it is in Nature, that a Ball giving 
Motion to others at different Diſtances, ſhould communicate 
its Force equally to every one of em. We feel it as impoſe 
ſible to love al} alike, as to eſteem all alike; and it is as unjuſt 
to ſhew to all equal Kindneſſes, as to fink all Obligations to 
the ſame Level, or to ſcrew them up to the ſame Pitch. In- 
ſtead of making an Objection, : Men in Juſtice ſhould 

2 haye 


I2 Univerſal Love. 
have made an Inference in the following Manner: That 
ſince it is an Impoſſibility natural as well as moral, to love al} 


alike, therefore this Rule commands us to love them in ſuch 


various Proportions, as Nature, or Reaſon, or Revelation ſhall 
direct. | | | 


pF — +» 


Secondly, The next Objection is, That, according to the La- 
titude before aſcrib'd to this Rule, we are oblig'd to love eve- 
ry Individual of human Extraction, which is a Matter alto- 
gether impracticable; becauſe it is but an handful of Men, 
that can be actually known by us, though our Days ſhould be 
many, and our Travels wide and extenſive; and thoſe, whom 
we neither ſec nor know, can't make any manner of Impreſ- 
ſion upon us, and conſequently we cannot poſlibly love 'em. 

This is the full Force of the Obje&ion. To which I reply; 
hat it is founded on a falſe Suppoſition, that all Love 
ariſes from our own actual Knowledge of the Perſon belov'd; 
which can by no Means be allow'd. In reading the Hiſtory 
of paſt Generations, don't we feel an Ardor and Flame within 
us, darting and pointing it ſelf to Men fam'd for Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs? Whenever their Names are mention'd, our 
Hearts abound with Reſpect, and our Souls are wrapp'd up in 
Admiration. When we meet with Accounts of Men of Re- 
nown in the preſent Times, the ſame Things happen unto us, 
and our Souls are carry'd towards them with a ſtrong Current 
of Affection, though we neither have preſent, nor ever ex- 
pet any future Acquaintance with them; and therefore this 
is ſome Evidence that our Love to others is not always found- 
ed upon perſonal Knowledge. 

But beyond this, and beſides a natural bent of Affections 
to our own Race, our great Creator has been pleavd ſo to 
frame our Minds, that we need not be confin'd to Particulars; 
but may form to our ſelves ahead and collective Ideas, and ſo 
may admit to the Tenderneſs of our Love, every Creature of 
the ſame Species with us. We Chriſtians therefore, in Con- 
ſormity to the Nature of Things, and agrecably to the Reve- 

lations 
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Univerſal Love. I3 
lations of God, conſider Mankind as one collective Body, ori- 
ginally deſcended from the ſame common Parents, and now 
diſpers'd throughout the ſeveral Regions of the World: And 
in this collective way, all Men come within the Compaſs of 
our Affection, though they ſnould be as the Stars of the Sky 
in Multitude, and as the Sand which is by the Sea-ſhore, in- 
numerable. This is the internal Nature of univerſal Love; 
but the external Exerciſe of it is more narrow and contracted; 
and is confin'd, for want of Abilities or Opportunities, or by 
our Ignorance of other People's Neceſlities, and by many 
other ways, which we cannot account for at preſent. This 
Power of framing ſuch Ideas, God has given us to aſſiſt our 
Underitandings, which are of too narrow a Capacity to take 
in all Particulars; and this, in a great meaſure, ſeryes all the 
Ends of Morality, and civil Societies, as well as if every In- 
dividual were perſonally known to us. Even God himſelf 
deals with Societies of Men in the Bulk, as it were. He ſuf- 
fers the Righteous to periſh with the Wicked; and again with 
the Righteous, he reſcues the Wicked from preſent De- 
ſtruction; reſerving commonly particular Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments to a future Reckoning in another World. After the 


ſame Manner, Bodies of Men tranſact Affairs, and enter into 
Covenants with each other, without any Regard to this or 
that particular Man. As a Specimen of this collective Love 
to Mankind, I beg Leave to mention the Love of ones Coun- 


try; which is not a perſonal Love for every ſingle Member of 


the Community, but a Love of the Whole, as comprehend- 
ing under all Perſons and Things, which either relate to, or 
conſtitute the Society. But having barely Time to hint, and 
not to purſue Notions and Enquiries of this Nature, I will 
now conſider the Third ObjeQion, which is form'd in the fol- 
lowing Manner. | | 


Thirdly, I know very well what it is to love my ſelf, and I 
know as well with what Warmth, and to what Degree I love 
my ſelf; but at the ſame Time I find, that it is an Impoſſi- 

h | bility 
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bility for me to Love any thing as my ſelf ; and therefore 


this is an inſufficient Rule to direct me in what Meaſure I 
ought to love tlie reſt of the World. | 

To which I reply; That thoſe who raiſe this Objection, 
ſeem to miſtake very much the Senſe of the Text. They ap- 


prehend that our Saviour enjoins us to Love others as much or 


as well as our ſelves, in the ſame Degree, and with an equal 


height of Paſſion. If this were the Senſe of theſe Words, it 


would be impoſing an unreaſonable piece of Service, a Com- 
mandment exceeding grie vous; by which we ſhould be always 
obliged to do that which we could never poſſibly perform, 


and ſo ſhould we ever be diſtracted between the Voice of Na- 
ture on the one hand, and the Call of Revelation on the other; 


and therefore being 1o unreaſonable, and ſuch an heavy Impo- 
ſition, it is impoſſible to conceive that this could eyer be the 
Intention of the great Lover of Mankind. The Meaning 
therefore muſt be, that we love others in a Way that has a 
Reſemblance and Likeneſs to the Love which we bear to our 
ſelves; according to the ſame Manner, tho' not in the ſame 
Meaſure. To this Meaning the Text it ſelf directs us, which 


teaches us to love our Neighbours a, our ſelves, but does 


not command us to loye them as well as our ſelves. 


But it is urg'd, that there is no Reſtriction nor Exception ad- 
ded to theſe Words; and that therefore the Love of our Neigh- 


bour muſt be equal to the Love of ourſelves. This is, un- 
queſtionably, falfe Reaſoning ; becauſe there is no manner of 


Occaſion for expreſs Reſervations, when every ones Reaſon will 


inform him, that moſt, if not all general Rules, admit yari- 
qus Reſtrictions, and will likewiſe inform him when, and in 
what proportions, ſuch Reſtrictions are to be allow'd. Nume- 
Tous are the Laws both Civil and Divine to which no Limita- 
tions are annex'd; and yet they muſt neceſſarily be taken 
in a qualified Senſe, and muſt be obey'd in ꝰ different Degrees 


* we, not ec or jon W. 


e See.the ür ObjeRtion to this Rule of our Saviour. 
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and Proportions, according to the different Objects to which 
they are to be applied, and the different Circumſtances in 
which we are to perform our Duty. If this be not allow'd, how 


ſtrange and impracticable muſt the Duty of Man be either in 


a civil or religious Capacity? Let us try two or three general 
Rules in the ſacred way. 125 e 
St. Paul commands us * 29 pray without ceaſing, muſt we 
therefore conclude that our whole Life and Labour is to be ſpent 
in perpetual Devotion? Surely nobody can be ſo wild as to 
think ſo, unleſs he be an extravagant Enthuſiaſt, or an incu- 
rable Madman. One may as well imagine that the ſame 
Apoſtle ſpent his whole time in Prayer for the Romans, becauſe 
he ſays, that * without ceaſing he made mention of them always in 
his prayers; as that the Rule juſt now mention'd is to be re- 
ceived without Limitation: An imagination that can't poſſibly 
enter into any ones Thoughts, except his Head be crazy, or 
his Fancy overheated. 
Another general Precept of the Goſpel is: > Be ye therefore 
ber fecd, as my Father, which is in heaven, is perfect. The Per- 
fection here required of us is the Perfection of Love, the Sub- 


n 


ject of the preſent Diſcourſe, as is evident from the Verſes 


immediately preceeding. But can we be as perfect as God? 
God is Love it ſelf, and can we poor imperfect Creatures pre- 
tend to equal him in it? We may as reaſonably arrogate to 
our ſelves an Infinity of Power, or an Infallibility of Under- 
ſtanding. With humble Submiſſion and becoming Modefty 
we ſhould rather cry out in the Words of the Pſalmiſt 4 ho 
is like unto the Lord our God who dwelleth on high, who humbleth 
himſelf to behold the things that are in the heaven and in the 
earth. To aſſume to our ſelves any Perfection of God is a piece 
of Vanity and Confidence far exceeding all the bounds of ex- 


_ preſſion. Sufficient it is for us to endeayour to reſemble him, 


as far as we arc able, in this and all his other communicable 


2 1 Theſl. v. 17. ® Rom. i. g- ' St Matt. v. 48. 5 
2 v. 43. 44+ „ 6 47> Palm exiii. 5, 6. 7 
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Attributes; and beyond our Abilities, we aſſuredly know, 
that he does not require us to act. ” 25 
As theſe general Precepts, ſo this of loving our Neighbour 
muſt be taken not in an abſolute, but in a qualified Senſe, We 
muſt love in ſuch a Manner as is agreeable to Nature, and con- 
ſiſtent with other Obligations. Our Love muſt have ſome Cor- 
reſpondence to the Love we bear to ourſelves; 4 it muſt have a 
Similitude, but not an Equality ; and tho' it may not have all 
its Warmth, yet it muſt have all its Sincerity. . 

_ Having thns vindicated this Commandment from the Ob- 
jections brought againſt it, we may, with the better Grace and 
greater Sccurity proceed to apply it to the further Purpoſes of 
this Diſcourſe. YT | | 


IKE 


II. The next General Purpoſe of this Diſcourſe, was to en- 

quire into the Nature of our Love to our Brethren, and to find 
out ſome Rule whereby to judge whether we really love them 
or not. To conduct us aright in this Enquiry, we muſt have 
Recourſe to the ſame Commandment, © Thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thy ſelf. This is ſo plain a Rule, that a laborious 
Explanation of it would have no other Effect but to render it 
the more obſcure. Every one of Common Senſe and Under- 
ſtanding knows, much better than I can tell him, what it is 
to love himſelf: His own Feeling exceeds the beſt Deſcripti- 
ons that can be given of it; and therefore I take this to be one 
of thoſe things which will not admit of an exact Definition. 
If we look into ourſelyes, we know what it is by internal Sen- 
ſation; and we are as certainly perſuaded of its Force and In- 

| fluence upon us, as we are ſure that ſeveral Thoughts admini- 


To this Senſe the Particle ws in the Text directs. See above, p. 14. which will ſtill 

appear more evident if we compare with it the Particle 3 ( Caph) which anſwers to it 1 
in the Hebrew Language The Jewiſh Grammarians and beſt Commentators tell us that 5 
there is N 2 and JPET 2. . e. This Article denotes either Similitude, or 2 
Luantity and Meaſure. In the Old Teſtament it frequently occurs in the Senſe of Simi- kg 
lieude; and what is moſt to our purpoſe is, that it is ſo taken, Levir. xix. 18. where we 1 
meet with the very ſame Words, Fos Halt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf. l 3 
[ * Matth. xxii. 39. f 


ſter 
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Ker Pleaſure, and {cveral again create us the utmoſt Uneaſineſs. 
Thus we aſſuredly know what it is to love our ſelves ; and by 


the ſame Method we may undoubtedly know whether we 


really love our Neighbour, By the Precept before recited, 
our Holy Religion obliges us to love every Man with the 
ame Kind, tho not with the ſame Degree of Love. And 
therefore whenever we feel in our Minds a real Concern for 


any one, and are ſenſible of ſuch Commotions as we experi- 


ence when any thing commends us to our own Tenderneſs, and 
our Bowels of Compaſſion towards our ſelves, then we may 
reſt aſſured that we act according to the Commandment of 
our Lord and Saviour. This is the true Touchſtone of our 
Love to others, and is the golden Rule by which we may 
ſecurely judge of the Reality and Sincerity of it. To multi- 
ply words about it, would, as I before hinted, render it the 
more unintelligible; and therefore I ſhall proceed to the further 
Purpoſe of this Diſcourſe, which was, 


Thirdly, To diſcover the Nature of univerſal Love by the 
Fruits and Effects of it; which being * too many in Number 
to be here conſider d diſtinctly, I ſhall only mention two of 
them at preſent. th | 

The moſt immediate Effect of Love is Benevolence. This 
Diſpoſition is of the ſame Extent with the Parent of it, 
opening and widening it ſelf to the utmoſt Bounds of the 
Creation. Whenever any one finds his Heart ſo much ex- 
panded, he muſt needs enjoy a Pleaſure beyond Expreſ- 
ſſion; an auguſt, though not an amazing Pleaſure; a Plea- 
lure accompany'd with Majeſty and Grandeur; a Pleaſure 
which ſeems to exalt a Man above his own Sphere, and 
to place him far beyond Principalities and Powers; a Pleaſure 
ſomewhat like that which we may imagine God enjoys in ſur- 


veying his moſt amiable Attributes. But a further Pleaſure 


of unſtinted Benevolence is, —— that whenever we depart this 


» See 1 Cor. Ch. xiii. | i 
C Life, 
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ng the Bleſſed in Heaven; and 


Affections, which prevail a 
to be Partakers with the Saints 


that therefore we are qualify 


Life, we go out of the 1 among the ſame Diſpoſition and 


in Light, and to enjoy all the Bleſſings which make up the 


Happinels of that exalted State. This, I ſay, is an additio- 
nal, ineffable Plcaſure, to thoſe good and great Souls, that 
their Hopes are full of Immortality. How faint and languid 
then muſt the Thoughts and ExpeQations of thoſe be, who 
haye liv'd in a State of Indiference towards their Brethren ? 
And how dark and gloomy muſt their Apprehenfions be, who 


have ſer themſelves in Oppoſition to the Good and Welfare of 


their Fellow-creatures ? Whenever Death ſtares them in the 
Face, their Conſciences will accuſe them of Rebellion againſt 
God, and their own Nature; mighty Terrors muſt ſurround 


them, and an horrible Dread muſt overwhelm them; deſpair- 


ing of any Portion with the loying and merciful, they are 


even in this Life depreſs'd and ſunk down by their o 


Thoughts, to the horrid and diſmal Regions which harbour 
thoſe Beings that are of the fame malignant and rancorous 
Temper with themſelves. A further Enlargement of our 
Pleature will be, that we ſhall become Images and Mirrors of 
the great Author of all Goodneſs, who, at our Saviour's Na- 
tivity, proclaim'd by the heavenly Hoſt, * Peace on Earth, 
Good=will towards Men. ; 


But it may be demanded, What ts the Nature of this Be- 


nevolence ſo applauded and recommended, and where is the 
Definition of it, which we hop'd for and expected? To which 
it may be remonſtrated, that in this reſpect Benevolence is 
upon the ſame Level with Love; it is, like this, uncapable 
of any exact Definition ; and therefore every Man muſt be de- 
fir'd to look into his own Breaſt, to know what it is, and how 
he is affected, when ſuch a kind Diſpoſition moves within 
him. I could give you the fame Definition of it, that Ari- 


flotle gives of Love, ——That * it js a willing or wiſhing W 


a Luke xi. 14. d Ait. Rhet. Book II. Chap. iv. 
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any one thoſe Things which be goed. But then a Queſtion of a 
like Kind will return, What is willing or wiſhing well to 
others? To which it muſt be anſwerd, That the Deciſion of 
this Queſtion entirely depends upon thoſe Workings and - 
Movements which every one feels within himſelf, when he 
truly wills and wiſhes the Welfare of his Fellow creatures: And 
to deſire a Definition of em, would be as unreaſonable, as for 
another to deſire me to deſcribe to him what are his own Per- 
ceptions in any Caſe. Theſe AﬀeQions, like Maxims of 
Truth, are better and more intimately known to us, than 
any Deſcription can poſſibly make them; and though they 
admit not of Demonſtration, yet their 'Truth and Evidence 
is more clear and certain, than any Thing that is capable of 


being demonſtrated, What is wanting in Definition, will be 


made up in the Advantages ariſing from it. And therefore 
what was chiefly to be done on this Head, was to repreſent 


the Ulcfulneſs of this Diſpoſition; and by ſome proper Mo- 


tives, to excite and ſtir up in us this Benignity of Temper to- 
wards our Brethren ; ſuch as theſe, That it would make us 


like unto God, the Fountain of all Love and Goodneſs; that 


it would afford our ſelves incxpreſſible Pleaſure ; and that 
the Fruits and Effects of it would prove very beneficial to the 
reſt of Mankind; which is the third general Head of my Diſ- 


courſe. 


But to do Juſtice to the Truth of what I have aſſerted, 
That Benevolence proceeds from Love, I muſt, before I go 
any further, ſpend a few Words in Confutation of a great 
Philoſopher, who ſays, © That Benevolence ſeems to be 
the Principle or Beginning of Love or Friendſhip.” But 
with all due Deference to this excellent Writer in many Ca- 
ſes, I think he here miſtakes the Effect for the Cauſe, and the 
Cauſe for the Effect. Tis undoubtedly right, that where- 

ever true Benevolence is, there is likewiſe Love; and yet it 
by no means follows, that Benevolence is the Source of Love. 


Ariſtetlè“s Ethicks ts Nicomachus, Book IX. Chap. v. | 
C 2 | By 
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By the ſame Argument it may be inferr'd as ſtrongly, that 
Love is the Cauſe of Benevolence ; becauſe where-eyer true 
Love is, there certainly is Benevolence. It is very ſure, I 
"think, that Love is the Spring of Benevolence; not for the 
aboveſaid Reaſon, but by the Nature and Courſe of Things. 
This may be made clear, by putting a familiar Queſtion ; 
Whether we love becauſe we are benevolent, or are beneyo- 
lent becauſe we love? The Deciſion is obvious; that our Be- 
nevolence is the Conſequence of our Love, but our Love is 
not the Conſequence of our Benevolence. And this holds 
in whatever View our Love is placed, and whatever is 
the Occaſion or Object of it. This may be ſufficiently illu- 
ſtrated by one (ſingle Inſtance. The natural Love of Parents 
is the Cauſe of their Good-will and Benevolence to their Chil- 
dren ; but it cannot be ſaid on the contrary, that their Good- 
will to their Children is the Caufe of their natural Love. Let 
any one try this Matter in any other Inſtance; and upon Exa- 
mination, I dare ſay, he will find, that Benevolence is a de- 
rivative, and not an original Affection of human Nature. 1 


III. As Benevolence proceeds from Love, ſo Beneficence or 
Charity is deriv'd from Benevolence, and flows as naturally 
from it, as Streams run from their Fountains, or Rays of 
Light dart from the Sun; and by Conſequence is a Mediate, 
tho' not an Immediate Effect of Love. Never was any one 
known to bear a thorough good will to his Brethren, who did 
not exert it on the firſt Occaſion to the beſt of his Power and 
Abilities. A ready Mind carries a Man a great way, and when 
that Readineſs ſprings from true Benevolence and Love unfeign- 
ed, nothing but an utter Inability or Impoſſibility can prevent 
the gracious Effects of it. Whoever has a real Tenderneſs for 
thoſe of his own kind, and in whomſoever a benevolent Diſ- 
l ſition prevails in its juſt extent and latitude; we may as 
| aſſuredly depend upon his Charity to his diſtreſs'd Brethren, 
þ : as that he will quench his Thirſt or appeaſe his Hunger when 
| thoſe craving Appetites call upon him for Satisfaction. And 
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this, God be thanked, we find to have been the Caſe of the 
many charitable Endowments and Benefactions which ſo much 
abound in this Auguſt City. A Recital whereof will raiſe no- 
bler Sentiments, and more effectually recommend them to the 
Imitation of others, than any thing that I can preſume to offer 
on this Occaſion. 

After reading theſe Reports, I believe we may fairly chal- 
Jenge any City in the Univerſe to parallel theſe Benefactions; 
fo well contriv'd and ſo remarkably conducive to relieve the 
compaſſionable Caſes, Neceſſities and Circumſtances of many 
of our Brethren, In the Places juſt now mention'd, under 
Gods Bleſling the Sick are heal'd, the Lepers are cleans'd, the 
Lame are reſtor'd to the Ule of their Limbs, and the Luna- 
tick to their Senſes; the Idle Vagrant is made uſeful to him» 
felf and his Country; the Lewd and Pilfering are corrected in- 
to good Manners, and taught to earn their Livelihood by ho- 
neſt and aſſiduous Labour; the Ignorant are inſtructed; and 
the Vouth have ſuch an Education gi ven them, as may make 
them uſeful, ſome one way, and ſome another, in almoſt all 
Stations of Life. Suitable to ſuch great and glorious Deſigns; 
is the Magnificence of thoſe Buildings which contain theſe ſe- 
veral forts of People. A Magnificence becoming the Gran- 
deur and Majeſty of this ancient and opulent City; this 
City, which is far exalted above all others, not by Pride and 
Oſtentation, but by good Works, and Deeds of Charity. 

But notwithſtanding this large and laudable Munificence; 
beyond the Example of former Ages, yet it appears by the 
Reports of theſe ſeveral Charities, that their annual. Revenues 
fall much ſhort of their conſtant Expences. And no wonder 
it ſhould be ſo, conſidering the exceeding great Multiplication 
of Mankind ſince theſe Charities were firſt eſtabliſh'd; and 
conſequently the more numerous Applications for a Share in 
thoſe Charities. This one Thing, without deſcending ta 


| © Here was a Rehearſal of the Reports of the ſeveral Hos y1TALs and Lo Nu DO x- 
WorxnHovse; which, for the Satisfaction of the — are now Annex'd, as an 


9 to this Diſcourſe. 
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By the ſame Argument it may be inferr'd as ſtrongly, that 
Love is the Cauſe of Benevolence; becauſe where-eyer true 
Love is, there certainly is Benevolence. It is very ſure, I 
"think, that Love is the Spring of Benevolence; not for the 
aboveſaid Reaſon, but by the Nature and Courſe of Things. 
This may be made clear, by putting a familiar Queſtion ; 
Whether we love becauſe we are benevolent, or are beneyo- 
lent becauſe we love? The Decifion is obyious; that our Be- 
nevolence is the Conſequence of our Love, but our Love is 
not the Conſequence of our Benevolence. And this holds 
good in whatever View our Love is placed, and whatever is 
the Occaſion or Object of it. Tliis may be ſufficiently illu- 
ſtrated by one ſingle Inſtance. The natural Love of Parents 
is the Cauſe of their Good-will and Benevolence to their Chil- 
dren; but it cannot be ſaid on the contrary, that their Good- 
will to their Children is the Cauſe of their natural Love. Let 
any one try this Matter in any other Inſtance; and upon Exa- 
mination, I dare ſay, he will find, that Benevolence is a de- 
rivative, and not an original Affection of human Nature. 


III. As Benevolence proceeds from Love, ſo Beneficence or 
Charity is deriv'd from Benevolence, and flows as naturally 
from it, as Streams run from their Fountains, or Rays of 
Light dart from the Sun; and by Conſequence is a Mediate, 
tho' not an Immediate Effect of Love. Never was any one 
known to bear a thorough good will to his Brethren, who did 
not exert it on the firſt Occaſion to the beſt of his Power and 
Abilities. A ready Mind carries a Man a great way, and when 
that Readineſs ſprings from true Benevolence and Love unfeign- 
ed, nothing but an utter Inability or Impoſlibility can prevent 
the gracious Effects of it. Whoever has a real Fenderneſs for 
thoſe of his own kind, and in whomſoever a bene volent Diſ- 

ſition prevails in its juſt extent and latitude; we may as 
aſſuredly depend upon his Charity to his diftreſs'd Brethren, 
as that he will quench his Thirſt or appeaſe his Hunger when 
thoſe craving Appetites call upon him for Satisfaction. And 
2 12 this, 
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this, God be thanked, we find to have been the Caſe of the 
many charitable Endowments and Benefactions which ſo much 
abound in this Auguſt City. A Recital whereof will raiſe no- 
bler Sentiments, and more effectually recommend them to the 
Imitation of others, than any thing that I can preſume to offer 
on this Occaſion.* 
| After reading theſe Reports, I believe we may fairly chal- 
Jenge any City in the Univerle to parallel thefe Benefactions; 
fo well contriv'd and ſo remarkably conducive to relieve the 
compaſſionable Caſes, Neceſſities and Circumitances of many 
of our Brethren, In the Places juſt now mention'd, under 
Gods Bleſſing the Sick are heal'd, the Lepers are cleans'd, the 
Lame are reſtor'd to the Ule of their Limbs, and the Lungs 
tick to their Senſes; the Idle Vagrant is made uſeful to him- 
felf and his Country; the Lewd and Piltering are corrected in- 
to good Manners, and taught to earn their Livelihood by ho- 
neſt and aſſiduous Labour; the Ignorant are inſtructed; and 
the Youth have ſuch an Education given them, as may make 
them uſeful, ſome one way, and ſome another, in almoſt all 
Stations of Life. Suitable to ſuch great and glorious Deſigns; 
is the Magnificence of thoſe Buildings which contain theſe ſe- 
veral ſorts of People. A Magnificence becoming the Gran- 
deur and Majeſty of this ancient and opulent City; this 
City, which is far exalted above all others, not by Pride and 
Oſtentation, but by good Works, and Deeds of Charity. 
But notwithſtanding this large and laudable Munificence, 
beyond the Example of former Ages, yet it appears by the 
Reports of theſe ſeveral Charities, that their annual Revenues 
fall much ſhort of their conſtant Expences. And no wonder 
it ſhould be ſo, conſidering the exceeding great Multiplication 
of Mankind ſince theſe Charities were firſt eſtabliſh'd ; and 
conſequently the more numerous Applications for a Share in 
thoſe Charities. This one Thing, without deſcending ta 
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other Particulars, creates a growing Charge upon theſe En- 
dowments, and almoſt every Day preſents them with freſh Ob- 
jects of Pity and Commiteration. Therefore without volun- 
tary Gifts, and caſual Benefactions, theſe Charities muſt ei- 
ther fink, or elſe fall much beneath the Greatneſs and Ampli- 
tude of their original Deſign. But conſidering the great Ad- 
vantage that accrues to the World in general, as well as to 
this Nation in particular, by ſuch Benefactions; and conſi- 
dering at the ſame time the tender and chriſtian Compaſſion 
of ſome wealthy People towards the unfortunate Part of Man- 
kind; I make no doubt but that the Revenues of thoſe Places 
will daily increaſe and abound more and more, till they be en- 
tirely perfected and compleated. Whoever contributes to 
theſe great Works, will have the Bleſſings of the preſent Age, 
and of all Poſterity; and whenever he leaves this World, he 
will enjoy the greateſt Bleſſings of Heaven. 

Whilſt I am upon this Topick, I cannot forbear remarking, 
that moſt of theſe good Works ſeem to be Imitations and Re- 
ſemblances of our Saviour's Miracles; which, though deſign'd 
for Teſtimonies of his divine Miſſion, were made ſubſervient 
to the Good of Men, by relieving ſeveral of their Wants, Ne- 
_ cefſities and Miſeries with which they were afflicted. This 

is an indiſputable Evidence to me. that theſe charitable De- 
s were form'd and carry'd on under the Influence of the 
Chriſtian Religion. And as this glorious City has ever hither- 
to been renown'd for its great Love, and conftant Adherence 
to Chriſtian Truth; ſo I make no doubt but that, by the 
Bleſfing of God, and the joint and earneſt Endeayours of good 
Men, it will in all future Generations continue in the ſame 
ke Diſpoſition, and become the Praiſe of the whole 

rth, and the Darling of Heaven. 


And I muſt further take Notice, that notwithſtanding theſe 
and other numberleſs Adyantages ariſing fram Chriſtianity, 
daily Endeavours are us'd to ſtifle and ſuppreſs the benign In- 


Hucnces of this, and all other Religion, by Men of wicked 
: Devices, 
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Devices, an infidel Generation, a Generation that have not 
ſet their Hearts aright, and who are ſo far from cleaving ſted- 
faſtly to God, that they are in actual Rebellion againſt him, 
and are daily blaſpheming his Honour and Glory. Whilſt 
theſe Efforts are carrying on to deprive us of our Religion, 
and its Advantages, * it is not only reaſonable, but a piece of 
ftri& Juſtice, that in lieu of it, they ſhould make a Return 
to the World of ſomewhat that will tend more to the true In- 
tereſt and Happineſs of it. Every ſingle Man has an undenia- 
ble Right to demand this of them; and if they either neglect, 
or are not able to anſwer this Demand to Satisfaction, they 
muſt be looked upon as the vileſt of Impoſtors, and treated as 
the moſt hitter and virulent Enemies of Mankind. Nothing. 
at all is offer'd of this kind, but ſome general Hints and Ex- 
preſſions of the Law of Nature, which they ſeem to under- 
ſtand juſt as well as they underſtand the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift.. 
They appear to me to have nothing ſo much in View as a le- 
velling Scheme, in order to reduce their Fellow-Creatures to 
the utmoſt Miſery and Confuſion. Inſtead of inſtructing 
Youth in ſound Knowledge, they are endeavouring to corrupt 
their Underſtanding, and to infuſe into their Minds Principles. 
entirely ſubverſive of all good Practice; inſtead of exhorting 
Men to Repentance for paſt Iniquities, they are encouraging. 
them to continue in the Purſuit of them with a boundleſs Li-- 
cenſe, and to carry them on to the utmoſt Extent of Diſo- 
bedience; inſtead of impreſſing the Sacredneſs of an Oath,. 
(one of the greatcſt Bands and Ligaments of Juſtice and 
human Society,) they are contending that there is no Re- 
ligion, and therefore no Guilt in the moſt deteſtable Perjuries; 
inſtead of relieving the Wants of their Brethren, . and ſuccour- 
ing them in their Diſtreſſes of all Sorts, they are conſtantly 
weakening the moſt 3 Motives, which excite our 
Charity and Beneficence towards them; inſtead of promoting 


See the Lord Biſhop of Coventry and Litchfield's Introduction to his Vindication of 
Truth, 


the Defence of Chriſtianity, Page 11; to the End. 
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Truth, of which they pretend to be the moſt zealous Ad vo- 
cates, they are ever ſullying and obſcuring its Countenance, 
to render it the more unamiable in the Sight of Men; far 
from enlarging its Bounds, they have beeu dancing round in 
a fairy Circle of Errors and Abſurdities, for the courſe of ſe- 
veral Years paſt; and inſtead of advancing human Nature, are 
depreſſing it to a Level with the Beaſts that periſh, and conſe- 
quently depriving us of all our Hopes of a bleſſed Immorta- 
lity. Behold, my Brethren, the glorious Scheme, the noble 
Syſtem which is deſign'd to be ſubſtituted in the room of true 
Religion. Theſe are the brave Things for which, with parallel 
Impudence and Stupidity, one of theſe Men has lately publiſh'd 
an * Addreſs to this celebrated and religious City. I therefore 
deſire every rational and conſiderate Man to lay his Hand up- 


I hint here at a Pamphlet lately addreſs'd to the two Siſter Cities of London and 
Wiftminſter. If any one ſeriouſly thinks that this Piece wants an Anſwer, I refer him to 
the Lord Biſhop of London's Paſtoral Letter to the ſame Cities, where he will meet with 
«mple Satisfaction in every material Point in which his Lordſhip was concern'd. I ſhall 

ake a few brief Obſervations upon the Addreſs, and its Author. | 
Firft, It is dull and clumſy throughout, but moſt particularly ſo, where the Author 
ſhould have ſhewn the greateſt Brightneſs and Vivacity. He talks ſo infpidly of Ridi- 

cule, and fo bravily of Pleaſantry, that it is impoſſible to forbear laughing whenever a 
Man thinks of him. And to compleat his Character, he has here twice quoted Horace 
with the fame Juſtneſs and Congruity, with which the Author of Free-thinking quoted 
coy and Writers; for which ſee the Reverend Dr. Bentley's Anſwer to that 

Secondly, This Writer ſays, That, no dent, the Pricfts of Baal talbd much after this 
Manner, toben the Prophet ſo handſomely rally'd them and their Gods. So far is this from 
being without Doubt, that there is not the leaſt Footſtep of it in the Place in which this 
Fact is related, 1 Kings xvii And this perhaps was the Reaſon why he ſo warily de- 
clin'd making even a Reſerence to this piece of Hiſtory. After the Prophet Elijah 
had reproach d the Prieſts of Bas with their God, ver/. 28. they cry'd aloud, (not againſt 
Elijah, but to Baal] and cut themſelves, after their Manner, wi 9 Knives and Lancets, 
&c. But he goes ſtill further, and tells us the very Words which they utter'd on occafion 

of Flijab's mocking them ; viz. This is treating Religion after a ſportſul, unſeriaus, ludi- 

, and reproachful Manner, I would willingly know from whence he had this piece. 
of Hiltory ; if he can produce no antient Authority for it, Men may juſtly look upon it 
as a downright Forgery ; and then it will ſtand upon the ſame Footing with Mr. Weoo/#on's 
—_— TFewifh 1 e of the Chief Prief's being intruſted with the Power of ſealing our 

viour's „ 35 

Thirdly, uſe God in a metaphorical Senſe is ſaid to laugh at ſome Men, and have 
| rhem in Derifion, this Author, in his own way of Reaſoning, muſt infer, that all Langb- 

4er s Ricicule; that God makes uſe of Ridicule in Matters of Controverſy, and conſe · 
| 8 quently 
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on his Breaſt, and to weigh impartially with himſelf, what are 
the natural and unavoidable Conſequences of the Principles and 
Endeayours of theſe Deformers of Mankind. Where, at this 
Rate, will there be any Room * for Juſtice, Mercy, or any other 
Thing which tends to promote the publick Welfare. Are theſe 


the Things which make for Peace, and accompany Salvation? 


No. In this Scheme of Things every one, from the Prince on 
the Throne, down to the Beggar, who is forc'd to crouch down 

upon the Dunghil, may, in their ſeyeral Turns, be moſt grie- 
. voully diſtreſs d. I further deſire Men to conſider, what will 
become of the numerous Off- ſpring of Thouſands of poor Peo- 
ple, who are liberally ſupported and educated by Chrittian 
Charity. The Fate of thoſe helpleſs Creatures muſt be to 
turn Vagrants, or to hecome ſomewhat far worle than we 
care to imagine. O wretched and inſufferable Project! Wor- 
thy are thy Authors to receive a juſt Recompence of Reward 
for ſuch pernicious Inventions. : 

And now I ſtand amaz'd, and find my ſelf at a loſs to ima- 
gine, what theſe Men really mean by all theſe Efforts. I 
have ſometimes thought, that notwithſtanding their ſeeming 
Zeal for mere Perſonal, in Oppoſition to a publick Efabliſh'd 


Religion, they may be * Factors for Popery, and Penſioners 


to his Holineſs, or ſome other Papal Powers, who would re- 
Joice to ſee us brought into that Confuſion which theſe Miſ- 


quently that Men are authoriz'd to do the fame; which nothing but the utmoſt Igno- 
rance, join'd to the utmoſt Prophaneneſs, could prevail with a Man to argue. 

_ Fourthly, He aſſerts Ridicule to be a Criterion, by which People are beſt able to jud ze 
of the Truth of Opinions. I never heard before, that the Method of arguing, and the 
Rule by which Men are determin'd whether that arguing is juſt and true, is one and the 


fame kings as it muſt be by this Writer's Method of Reaſoning ; which is. juſt the ſame 


as to ſay, that meaſurin 3 any Thing by a Foot or Yard, is the very ſame with tit For or 
Tard it ſelf. Behold the profound Philoſophy of this Pretender to Free-thinking ! What 
t Diſcoveries of all Kinds may we not expect from one, who does not ſo much as 
ow what a Criterion is? I will venture to ſay, this is a true Criterion whereby to judge 
ef this Man's Talents and Abilities. | 
From Men of theſe Principles, there is nothing to be expected, but the Honeſty of 
Hales and Kinnerfley, and the Mercies of Huggins and 3 Sy 
See Pag. 265, 266, 267. of the Vindication of the Civil Eſtabliſhment of Religion, 
written by the Learned and Judicious Dr. Rogers, who is now receiving the Fruits of his 
pious Labours from God, in whoſe Cauſe he was conſtantly engag'd, and whoſe Truth he 
ever moſt faithfully and ſtrenuouſly defended. 8" © = 
.creants 
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ereants ſeem to drive at. If this be not the Caſe, though 
there is no Impoſſibility that it ſhould be fo, then we may 
ſurther conjecture, that they are doing Miſchief for Miſchief*s 
Sake; which is the moſt wretched Character that can be given 
of rational Beings, and which will enable every one, excluſive 
of any Directions from others, to pronounce without Heſitati- 
on, whoſe Ambaſſadors they are, and whoſe deſtructive De- 
ſigns they are promoting. I very well know what I am to ex- 
pect from this Set of Men. They will probably ſuggeſt, that 
theſe are railing Accuſations, and that I am pofleſs'd with the 
Spirit of Perſecution. If calling for Juſtice upon heinous Of- 
fenders is Perſecution, and a ſeaſonable Declaration of Truth 
is Detraftion, then I willingly own my ſelf guilty of both. 
But I am fo far from valuing what theſe Men ſay, that with 
me their Praiſes are Reproaches, and their Reproaches are Pa- 
megyricks. I ſhall never deſire any one to ſpeak well of me, 
who is always opening his Mouth againſt Heaven, and inveigh- 
ing againſt my God, and my Redeemer. Whoever cares not 
for God, will neyer pay any due Regard to Men; and how- 
ever fairly at ſome Junctures, and on ſome Occaſions, he may 
beſpeak the Candor of others, you may depend = it that 
it is nothing but meer Deceit and Rottenneſs. I am fo far 
from being aſbamd of the Goſpel of Chriſt, that it is my Sup- 
port, and my Glory, as being the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion: And howloever it may, for the enormous Wickedneſs 
of this, or any other Nation, forſake its preſent Habitation; 
yet it will ſtill ſubſiſt in ſome other Regions more ſuſceptible 
of its Truths, and better diſpos'd to pay Obedience to its 
Commandments. The Gates of Hell will never prevail againſt 
it; and God will have a Church upon Earth, in deſpite of 
the united Malice of Men and Devils to the contrary. © 
If neither of the former Conjectures hits the Cale of theſe 
Men, then I muſt in Charity ſuppoſe, that they are beſide 
themſelves, there being ſeveral notorious Symptoms of the 
Crazineſs of their Heads, and the Perver ſion of their Intelle- 


 tyalz, But I can aſſure the World, that t much, Learning 
| : has 
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has not made them Mad, notwithſtanding the great Pains they 
have taken to load their Writings with heaps of * Quotations. 

In Purſuance therefore of this charitable Conjecture, I would 
propoſe it as an Act of Compaſſion to them, and as a Matter 
of Advantage to the Publick, to ere& a convenient Build- 
ing, under proper Regulations, for the Reception of theſe poor 
Lunaticks, that a due and ſufficient Care may be taken of 
them, and that the Malady may he prevented from ſpread- 
ing any further. But I ſhall humbly leave this uſeful Pro- 
jet to the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature, and of this great 
City. Till ſuch a prudent Proviſion is made, or till ſuch 
adequate Puniſhments are inflicted, as will put a ſtop to their 
repeated Blaſphemies, and to many other of their impious 
Outrages againſt God, and againſt his Chriſt, I ſhall heartily 
pray in the Spirit of Chriſtian Love, that the Father of Com- 
paſſion, and the Author of all Comforts, would give them 
Repentance to the Acknowledgment of the Truth, as it is in 
Jeſus : And I ſhall at all times beſeech the Diyine Majeſty 0 


For Quotations, ſee thoſe /eaden and wy Performances, the Grounds, and Scheme of 
Literal Prophecy, &c. where the Senſe and Drift of almoſt every Writer are either miſun- 
derſtood, perverted, or miſapply'd. Under which Accuſation likewiſe falls the ng, 
of our Saviour and his Miracles, who contends that the ancient Fathers of the Church 
look'd * Jeſus's Miracles as mere Allegorier; that is, in plain Engliſh, downright Fa- 
les; whereas they, Good Men, under a firm Perſuaſion, and undoubted Aſſurance of the 
literal Truth of thoſe Miracles, rais'd and built apon them, as upon a ſure and ſolid Foun- 
dation, many and various Allegories, in order to ſpiritualize Mens Minds, and to call off 
their Thoughts from the Confideration of preſent Things, to thoſe glorious Things 
which are to come in another World. A very honeſt and worthy Deſign, a Deſign be- 
coming Men profeſſing Godlineſs, and which would have prov'd very uſeful, if they had 
not given too great an Indulgence to this way of Writing. The Author juſt now hinted 
at, to prove his Poſition, abounds with Quotations out of the Fathers, every one of 
which will be particularly conſider'd; and in a ſhort time, his Allegation of them be pub- 
lickly confuted by the Lord Biſhop of St. David's, to the Confuſion of this Author and 
his Confederates, if they have yet any Shame left among them. The only Benefit that I 
<an find from their numerous Quotations is, that now and then a bright Paſſage of an In- 

nious Author is ſome Relief to a Man, who undertakes the Drudgery of reading what 
is really the genuine Production of theſe Writers. Whilſt I was peruſing the Addreſſers, 
Attempt upon Ridicule, J had, to my great Comfort, this Relief from two or three Cita- 
tions J met with there. And now theſe Men may take hold of me, if they pleaſe, and 
-teaze and inſult me from the Preſ, as one of them impudently threaten'd a Right Reverend 
Prelate. See the Dedication to the Lord Biſhop of St. David's, prefix'd to the Blaſphe- 
mer's third Diſcourſe on our Saviour's Miracles. . 5 
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baue Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, In dels and Hereticks ; and 
to take from them all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, and Con- 
tempt of his Word; and to fetch them home to his Flock, to be 
ſard among the Remnant of the true Iſraelites; and to make 

them one Fold, under one Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: To 
whom with the Father, and Holy Spirit, Three Perſons, and 
one God, be aſcrib'd, as is moſt due, all Praiſe, Honour and 
Glory, both now and for evermore. Amen. | 


ERRAT A 


Page 13. Line 28. inflead of under, read under it. 

Page 22. Line 21. inſtead of their Wants, read the Wants. 
De Reader is defir'd to correct theſe, or any other Errata's he meets with 
in peruſing this Diſcourſe, X 
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A True REPO R T of the great Wande of Poor 
Children, and other Foor Feople, maintain d in the 
ſeveral Hos iT ALS, under the Pious Care of the 
LoRD-MAvos, Commonaliy, and Citizens of the 


City of LonDoN, the Tear laſt paſt. 


CuxisrT's Hos ITL 8 7 


— HILDRE N put forth e and Diſcharged out 
E Chriſt's Baß the Year laſt paſt 107; Nine whereof 
J being inſtructed in the MATHEMAT cs and NAT 
G AT ION, were placed forth Apprentices to Commanders 107 
, 1 of Ships, out of the Mathematical-School Founded by\ ' 
br tom Majeſty ee CH ARL Es the Second of Bleſſed 

emory. — — 4 

Children Buried the Year laſt pa | 7 

Children now remaining rr be Care and d Charge of the the ſaid Hoſpital, 
which are — 4 in the Houſe and at Nurſe elſewhere 926, and 1 34 newly ad- > 1070, 
mitted, amo in all to | 

The Names of all which are Regiſter'di in the Books kept! in the id Hoſpital, and 
are to be ſeen, as alſo when and whencethey were admitted. 

That the Revenue of the Hoſpital having 3 eatly ſuffered by ſeveral dreadful . 
and about London, and otherwiſe, and the Governors having been at vaſt Ex | 
for Accommodating Orphans, in Purchaſing and Building of convenient — 4 
or Nurſeries, at Hertfordand are for their Reception, and in maintaining of Maſters, 
Uſhers, and other proper Offices there: And the Hoſpital's Revenue, without Caſual 
Benefactions, being not ſufficient to defray the great Chang of maintaining ſo large a 
Number as at preſent they do; yet divers other poor Orphans, for whom continual 
Applications are made, and who are real Objects, and ſuffer great Hardſh + _ be 
provided for by further Donations: Ir is therefore much to be hoped wiſhed for, 
that in r to a Work ſo Charitable, Uſeful, and S being for the 
Relief of Neceſſitous Orphans and Infants, the Advancement of Chriſtian Reli 
tbe Good of the Kingdom, and more particularly of this great City of London, All 
Charitable and Worthy Good Chriſtians will readil * liberal Contribute to the Sup» 


port and Encouragementof fo good and pious a 
K. BAN. 
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St. BazTHroLOMEwWs HosPpirtar. 


T"Hzr Er have been Cured and Diſc from St. Bartholomew's - 
| the Yearlaſt paſt, of Wounded, Maimed, Sick, and Diſeaſed 
Perſons, out of this great City, and other Parts of his 722 Dotnini- 

ons and Foreign Parts 4150, many of them relieved with Money and other F 4159 
Neceſſaries to accommodate and ſupport them in their Return to their ſeveral 
Habitations. * — * — 2 — — 
Buried this Year, after much Charge in their Illneſs — 280 

Remaining under Cure at the 3 the ſaid Hoſpital .— —_ — 598 
This Hoſpital e enlarged by the Building of Three new Wards, doth now 
Entertain a much greater Number of Patients than ever ſince the Foundation; but yet 
is not large hto Receive near the Number of thoſe infirm People who daily 
apply there for Relief, and therefore that this ſo Uſeful a Charity to the Kingdom in ge- 


and this great City in particular, may be the more Extenſive, it is the earneſt De- 


ſire of the Governors thereof, further to enlarge the Same, as alſo to rebuild ſuch Part 
thereof, as thro' Age is become ruinous. But the conſtant annual Charge of Maintain- 
ing and Relieving the great Number of Patients now in the Hoſpital, much exceedin 
the annual Revenue thereof, the charitable Aſſiſtance and Contribution of all well-di{- 
poſed Perſons are humbly deſired to enable the Governors —_— thepreſent Charity, 
and to undertake and compleat ſo and pious a Work, as making the ſame more Ex- 
tenſive, and thereby ing the Lives of ſo many miſerable People, who would 
otherwiſe » were it not for the Relief which, by the Blefling of God, they 
daily receive from the ſaid Hoſpital. 


St. Tromas's HOS PITAI. 


THE xt have been Cured and Diſcharged from St. Thomas's Hoſpital 
in Southwark, this laſt year, of Wounded, Maimed, Sick and Diſea- 
ſed Perſons 4960, many of whom have been relieved with Money and Ne- N 4960 
ceſſuries ar their Departure to accommodate and ſupport them in their Journies | 
to their ſeveral Countries and Habitations - — — ä 
Buried from thence this Year, after much Charge in their Sickneſs —— 359 


Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital — — 633 


So that there are, or have been this Year, of poor miſerable Objects m_ | 
the Care of the ſaid Hoſpital, and deſtitute of other proper Cure, in all- 5972 

Much of the Revenue of this Hoſpital hath been deſtroyed by ſeveral dreadful Fires 
in Londox and Parts adjacent; andthe Buildings of this Hoſpital being grown very old 
and ruinous, and unfit for the Reception of the Poor, the Governors thereof, with 


their own Money, lately rebuilt the fame, with ſuch Enlargements, that it is capable of 


receiving a very great Number of Patients more than it ever before could ſince the 
Foundation ; and beſides the great Enlargements in the Rebuildings, there hath been 
new · erected an additional Building, with Conveniences for above One Hundred Per- 
ſons more: But the yearly Revenue of the ſaid Hoſpital being not near ſufficient to 
anſwer the conſtant Cha 


difpoſed Perſons ate earn recommended, and moſt humbly defired for enabling 


the Governors (in compliance wich the Neceſſities and Petitions of the Poor) to pro- 


vide 


* 


Ln the Charitable Aſſiſtance and Contribution of all well 
ly 


* 


— . 7 
» I } 2 
; 1 


vie for their Relief and Cures in the ſaid Hoſpital, to the utmoſt Extent of the pre- 
ſent Accommodations there. | = nl 


Bzaxrvewert HoserTar. 


Ecz1veD chis laſt Yearinto the Hoſpital of Bridewell, Vagrantsand 
I other indigent and miſerable People, all which have had Phyſick, and W 
ſuch other Relief, at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, as their Neceſſities 79 
re uir ed wy - — - 4 . | — — | 
Nane in the ſaid Hoſpital, and brought up in divers Arts and — 
at the only Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, Apprentices » — 


Berurem HoserTtar. 


* * 
* 


Anu ITTED into the Hoſpital of Bethlem this laſt Year, ps WEST 
Men and Women. — — — — — 87 
Cured of their Lunacy, and Diſcharged thence the ſaid Year, ſeveral ot 
which were Relieved with Cloathing and Money at their Departure —— T3. 
Diſtracted Perſons Buried the laſt Year, after much Charge beſtowed upon 
them in their Lunacy and Sickneſs = . — 19. 
Now remajning in the ſaid Hoſpital under Cure, and provided for with „ 
Phyſick, Dyet, and other Relief, at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital —— ** 
ſides which, divers Perſons who have been Cured in the ſaid Hoſpital are provi- 
ded with Phyſick, as Out- Patients, at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, to prevent a Re- 
turn of their Lunacy. : | | | 
The Particulars of all which may be ſeen in the Books of the ſaid Hoſpital. 4 
Thereare generally above 140 Diſtracted Perſons maintained in the Hoſpital of Berth» 
lem, and mop new Patients are from Time to Time admitted in the Room of thoſe, 
who, by the — God, are Cured and Diſcharged; yet there are continual Ap- 
ications made to the Governors for the Admiſſion of others; and in order to make 
Room for ſuch as may probably be reſtored to their Senſes, the Governors are obliged 
to reject and turn out many, who, upon Examination, or aſter ſome Time of Tryal. 
appear tobe Incurable, and whoſe Caſe is therefore the more Deplorable as to them» 
ſelves, and often Dangerous to others. | 
Some Benefactions * — lately given to the Governors to be applied to the Uſe 
of Incurable Lunaticks, a Building is begun for that Purpoſe, and ſome Perſons are al- 


A. 


ready admitted upon that Eſtabliſhment; and the Governors have lately obtained a Grant 
from the City of an additional Piece of Ground in Moorfields, in order to enlarge the 
Same. But inaſmuch as the Revenues of the ſaid Hoſpital do not anſwer the preſent 
annual Charges, there will be no Means of Supporting an additional Expence for Incu-- 
rables, without the Contribution of charitable Perſons ; and this ſees to be the only 
NECESSARY CHARITY for which No PROv1810N is made in this Noble 


CITY. 


Al trap 
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LEG Sox Won zovsr. 


true Account for the Year laſt paſt) of the Warn vr 
7 in. Biſhopſpatc-ftrect,. erected: purſuant. to an 75 þ Parlia- 


ment made i in the 13th and 14th Years of of the- — King 
" Cuaxzies II. which Account ends the 2 5th of March, 1729. 
_ MHILDREN in the Houſe x L-, 1728. — — — 176 
237 

Dilenarged and p nd put forh * ce. or * inſeveral goons Families. 40 

r "= a +: _ 8 
Remaining at Lech days. 1729. r — 35 

; | | ney ry . 


Theſe are religiouſ] educated, according to the Uſage of the Church of England. 
and are employed in ſpinning Wool, ſewing and knitting: Ty are dieted and cloa- 
thed, and duly taken care of in Sickneſs. They are taught to read, write, and caſt 
accompt, whereby they are qualified for Services and neſt Employments: And 
have Money given with them when put forth Arens, if ors, or Fre. 
mens of the City of London. 

Noce, The Smallbeß of thereil Eſtate belonging to this Houle, ond what of « ful-. 
table Supply, has prevented admitting Children in che uſunſcmahner; nathe Under. 
taking is now reduced to great Streights and Neceſſities * + 


VAGABON DS, rs, pilfering and other you Varian andy 
diſorderly Perſons, duly committed in the Year laſt — re _ 756 
71 remained at Lady-day, 1728. — — 2 


—— 


| Diſcharged nd. — — a 
Buried : 3 mv $5 | 2 Þ - — 8 — L 

; Remaining at Lady-day, 1729. ——— - — 72 
1 * 20 2X; OE” Tr : _ wb | 3 

1 Ls 6 
Theſe V Vagabonds, Beppars, Oc. Wc Relief, and are employed in beat- 
ing Hemp, and waſhing Li ; whom by God's Bleſfing, and eens, have 


been brought to a right ſenſe of their Crimes; and many of them have reformed, 
and uſed an- honeſt Induſtry #fter wards for their Livelihoods. 
Of ade Children here educated ſince the Year 1701, there hath been diſcharged 

and placed forth Apprentice to Officers of Ships, to Trades, and to Services in ſeveral 
pood Families, ( beſidez.thaſe mentioned in the preſent Account) One thouſand nine 

undred and fixt y. four; and within that time Fourteen thouſand five hundred and/ 
eighty eight Vaghbohds, Beggars, c. among which were ſeveral notorious Im- 
poſtors, pretending to be lame: dumb and blind,) have been committed, and puniſhed 
—— and hard Labour, in the manner above-mentioned. 


Ged's * vidence is our Inber itance. 


